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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 
INRE-00 ACDE-00 /026 W 

068824 281750Z/45 

P 281425Z JUN78 

FM USMISSION GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1427 

SECRET GENEVA 09814 

EXDIS 

USSALTTWO 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM 

SUBJECT: INTERPRETATION OF TERM "CONVERSION" 

(SALT TWO 1796) 

1 . SOVIETS HAVE INDICATED THAT MEANING OF TERM "CONVER- 
SION" AS IT APPLIES TO CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BE 
INTERPRETED ALONG THE LINES OF ITS MEANING IN SALT ONE, 

1. E., THAT IT REFERS TO ANY PHYSICAL CHANGE TO A LAUNCHER 
TO ENABLE IT TO ACCOMMODATE A MISSILE DIFFERENT FROM THE 
ONE WITH WHICH IT HAD BEEN ASSOCIATED. 

2. DELEGATION, HOWEVER, BELIEVES THAT TERM IN CURRENT 
NEGOTIATIONS HAS BEEN USED DIFFERENTLY AND THAT CONVER- 
SION SHOULD SIGNIFY A CHANGE IN STATUS OF ARMS UNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY, E.G., WHEN A STRATEGIC OFFEN- 
SIVE ARM IS COVERED BY A DIFFERENT OR ADDITIONAL AGGREGATE 
LIMITATION, OR BECOMES SUBJECT TO ANOTHER PROVISION SUCH 
AS A SPECIFIC PROHIBITION, OR IS REMOVED FROM AN AGGREGATE 
LIMITATION. 

3. IN VIEW OF POSSIBILITY OF MISINTERPRETATION OF THE 
SECRET 
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PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY, DELEGATION BELIEVES IT IMPORTANT 
TO REACH A COMMON MEANING OF THE TERM "CONVERSION" WITH 
SOVIETS. ACCORDINGLY. DELEGATION INTENDS, UNLESS IN- 
STRUCTED TO THE CONTRARY, TO PROPOSE A COMMON UNDER- 
STANDING DEFINING THE TERM "CONVERSION" ALONG THE LINES 
OF PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE. EARLE 
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